From His | 
Phriſtian Majeſty, / 


Preſented by 
— The Count 2: Brird, His Ambaſ- 
-. . fadorExtraordinary to the States 
- General of the United Provinces, at 


the Hague, December 4. 1700, 


* * 


Containing His 


| REASONS 


FOR 
Accepting the late King of SPAIN's 
WILL, in Favour of the Duke 
of ANZFO0U, 
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A. Memorial from His Moſt Chriftian 
' » Majeſty, preſented by the Count de 
Briord, Ec. - 


WF the States General ſeem at preſent to be 
mM furprized, at the King's accepting the Will 


of the late King of Spain, they will in a: 
little tume thank bh Majeſty for preferring 
on this Occaſion the Peace of the Publick , o- 
the Advantage of his own Crown. If they- 
take time to examine, with their uſual Prudence, 
the infinite Troubles which the Treaty of Par- 
tition would produce, that ſame Prudence will 
oblige them to deſiſt frgm the Demand, con-- 
tained in the Memorial which they have pur in- 
to the Hands of his Majeſty's Ambaſſador. They 
will confeſs, that the Misfortunes of obtaining. 
it, will be common to all Zzrope ; and certainly 


| they will be of Opinion , that there's nothing; /| 


can bea greater Contradiction,than to abandon - 
| the Deſign of the Treaty, for the fake of adher- 
ing to the Terms of it. 

For we muſt of Neceſlity. at- this Conjun- 
Eture diſtinguiſh betwixt the one and the oo 
| Th&. 
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"The Deſign and theTerms were united whilſt the 
K. of Spain lived but the laſt Will of that Prince & 
his Death, make ſuch a Difference betwixt 'em, 
that the Deſign is abſolutely deftroy'dif the Terms 
and. The former maintains a General Peace, 
the latter cauſes an Univerſal War. This:Ob- 
ſervation alone makes a true Deciſſon , as to 
what Choice we are. to make, 1n order. to. con- 
form our ſelves to the. principal Object of Fhe 
Treaty,as explain'd by the firſt Articles of 1t,Wz. 
To maintain the General Peace of Europe, : to prey 
ſerve the Publick Repoſe, and to avoid a_new. War, 
by an Accommodation of thoſe Diſputes and Differ- 
ences that may happen upon the Subjef of ' the Spas 
niſh Succeſſion, . or by the, Umbrage of too many Do- 
minions being united under one and the ſame 
Prince, "Twas upon ſuch Motives that the* King 
took with his Allies, the neceſſary Mcaſuresfor 
preventing a War, which the Spaniſh Succeſſion 
ſcemed unavoidably to threaten. Kg 
It was not his Majcſty's Deſign to acquire 
by a Treaty the Kingdoms.Of Naples and Sicily, 
the Province of Guipuſcoa and the Dutchy of 
Lorain ; his Allies had no Right to thoſe Domi- 
nions, and-perhaps he might have obtain'd more 
conſiderable Advantages by his Arms, if he 
had defign'd to make uſe of them on the' Occa- 
ion of the King of Spain's death: Bur” his 
prin* / 


Ty) | 
' principal End being to maintain the Peace, be 
rreated upon that Foundation alone. He fuf- 
fered the Bauphin to content himſelf with 
the Share allotted him, in heu of all his Right 
ta the whole Succeſſion of the Kingdoms of 
Spaix. But it happens that the Meaſares chen 
taken, with a defign to preferyc the Publick 
Peace, produce a quitc-contrary Effcet, and that 
they engage Exrope m a new War : If it be be- 
came neceffary for preſerving the Peace, to ufc 
Mcans difterent' from thoſe that were propoſed 
for that End, - If this new Way occafion no 
Prejudice tothe” Porentates m Aﬀrance with his 
Majeſty, all:the; Difadvantage falk-upor hnn- 
felf-; and if he is wiling to Sacrifice his own | 

pe 
bue be has hikewiſe ground'to belteye, chat hi 
Alles will: cor his Moderation , and hs 
Love to Peace, ' rather that complain of 2 
Change, whichiche Pablick Welfare requires, 2nd 
_— ated ages which 
*trwas:impoſhible for him to defer, withonet expo- 
ting bimfelfat the ſarne enero Tong and bloody 
Wars,. whuch/his Majefty, itt Concert wich chem, 
was Wwilmpto-preven © watt 
Ehefirft Appearances of it were already plain 
enough. ' The Spaniards, being zcalous hes 1 
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ſerve their. Monarchy entare,. made Preparations 
en all ſides for a Defence. "Fhe: Milaneſe, the 
Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, the Provinces,. 
the Places: comprehended inthe Partitton, all of 
them. put.themſelves- in-a: Condition, to main- 
tain their. Union with: the Body of the Spaniſh 
Monarchy. The Nationdemanded only a King 
whom. they might lawfully own : And tho! the 
Inclinations of. all the-Dominions of: the Crown 
of Spain, did.-univerfally carry thens to deſire:a 
Prince. of France, the Subjects of -that' Morar- 
chy.. would have been Loyal to any other 
Prince appointed by the Wall of the late Cathot 
lick King, excluſive of the Dauphins Sans:. : | 

They were left at no uncertaurity, but as to 
rhe Acceptation, . for the late-King having at laſt 
done. Juſtice to the true- Heirs, their:: Refuſal 
would: have authoriſed Spain to ſubmit: them- 
{clves to the Archduke. No Body in all likeli- 
" hoad will:doubt but the Emperor would have 
_ accepted the Will.” ; 'The-Succeſſion of'Spain for 

ay SON, was the mainDefign of his long: 
Negotiations at Madzid. His Treaties: in- the 
SNOITe W.CIC for that ſame End. He dd not- 
refuſe. to.fign the Partition but in-hopes of. that. 
'Twall be hard.co perſwade any Manto believe; - 
that when he was juſt ready to reap.the-Fruits of 
fo much Labour, he would be willing 436 
oy in, 


The favonrable Opportunity was 
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them; and reſt contented with the fare Offers 
that he had conſtantly rejected. * 

Thus the Akchioke Cecoitting K.” of Spaik 
by the-Conſent of the whole Nation, there mult 
be a' Neceſſity, in order to execute the Treaty, 
to-Conquer the Kingdoms and* Dominions re- 
ſerv'd for the Share of the Dauphin. "There 
would be no-room. left to alledge, the Injury 
done to the lawful Hears, for the Spaniards hat 
own'd their Right. ' There muſt be a Neceffiry 
of attacking a Tiatics declared: Succeſſor of all 
the Domions depending on the Monarchy. 

: His new-Subjects being accuſtomed to Loy* 
alry toward their Sovercigns, being informed of. 
the Refufal of the true Heirs, would be as Zea- 
lous: for Hin as they had always been' for rheir 
precceding' Kings. The. Une Genetal being 
informed: by: the” King" 'of all his Steps for” the 
exccution of the Treaty, know that his Majeſty: 
did openly -ſolicite the Princes of Exrope to'en- 
rex into the ſame,” and: that he, never attempted” 


the Loyalty of the Sabjects of the late Catho- 
lick King, by any ſecret 'methods. He had not: 


any: Intelligence; neither in the Kingdoms of 

Sicily or Naptes; nor iti\ariy of the Donanions 

comprehended- in” the: Share of W Dauphin 

the only way 

© aitaCk them. But War" being: once cons 
2 racnced;, 
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mwenced, afer having refuſed the Juſtice which 
the late Carholick 1 King . wauld have done to 
the hoge of France, it I bave. been hard 
to. bayc ;put an -cnd to x. A King in pol 
{ſion 0 all the Spaniſh Monarchy __ ay 
Cling, would have been reduced to'g 
Extremitics before he had parted with the King- 
doms of Sictly and Naphes, the Pravince af Gai- 
puſeoa, the Nutchy at Milan.ang the other Couns 
tris. and Places of which the Share of the Dans 
phin was to have been compoſed. 
' Ir's to, no purpoſe to.cuquize whas the Con: 
ſequences of thag War naght have been. _ Ic 
was Unavoidablc ;and this Certainay is ſufficiene 
to ſhew. that the Sage Precauyans taken tor 
A San wry 20 javiglable Peace ur Axrope, were 
&ly oyermuen'd by the very - Mothers, that 
Te? decd.only proper far cntextaining- it; ac» 
knowledging * ny orgy ofa War, the 
OR —_ 
ter 1; AC e. Treaty: amd ne» 
nounced. by Fg he, fog ove _— is 
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though he had pretended to it > Would the 
publick Peacc have been any further aſcertain'd 
by it * The Duke of Save, he was no ways en- 
oaged in any Treaty, and he 1s called to the 
Succeſſion by this Will, failing the Princes of 
France and the Archduke : What Offer conſi- 
derable enough could there have been madeto 
him, to prevent his attempting to haye his new 
Rights madevalid or to ballancethe Adyantages 
that he might reaſonably hope for from them. 
It muſt not be ſaid , that the Confederate 
_ Powers would have ſubſtituted him to the Arch- 
duke ; that's not the Caſs, ſince 'tis ſuppoſed that 
the Emperor would have accepted the Treaty , 
which the Exchange propoſed to him, and which 
1s 1nfimtely below what Futurity offer d him; and 
would not his particzlar Intereſt have obligd him 
to make the Will valid in favour of that Prince, 
who ſhould thus conform himſelf to it : 

In fine, the Diſpoſition rade-by his Catholic 
Majeſty did ſtill produce new Troubles in the 
Choice of a Prixce to ſubſtitute in the Room of 
the Archduke. wy 
Since the States General inſiſt upon that ſecret 
Article of -the Treaty, they muſt have probably 
conſidered what Prince was in a Condition to: 
ſubje& the Spaniards- to his Obedience, and 
would have been. willing againſt the mind of the 
Nation, to aſcend the Throne of -Spain and: 


dim 
ba 
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maintain the Remainders of the -diſmembred 
Monarchy againſt the Enterpriſes of the Arch- 
duke, authoriſed by the Will of the late King, 
and againſt thoſe of the Duke of Savoy,concern'd 
to maintain that laſt Will It decs no ways 
appear that ſo many Differences could have 
been-eafily accommodated, without giving the 
leaſt Trouble to the General Peace. On the con- | 
trary, there's nothing to be foreſeen but an uni- 
verſal War: Therefore there's a Neceſlity, in 
order to preſerve the Peace;to make uſe of-Me- 
thods different from thoſe that were propoſed, at 
{ſigning the Treaty of Partition. - | 


. 


"The moſt natural, that which 1s moſt agree- 
able for maintaining the Gereral Peace, and- the 
only juſt Method, conſiſts in-the Reſolution ta- 
ken by the King to accept the Will of the late - | 
Catholick. King. If any Prince have a Right to | 
oppoſe the Diſpoſitions of that Will, there 

- needs no more but to read them, to be con- 
vinc'd that this Right belongs only to the Dau- 
phin. But ſince he is willing to defiſt from his 
Pretenſ1ons 1n favour of his Son, the Will is ex: 
ccuted without Trouble, without effuſion of 
Blood, and the People of Spain receive with 
Peace a Prince whom his Birth, the Will of the 
late King, and the unanimous Deſire of all the 

A Dominions belonging to the Monarchy call to the 
___ Crown, Il 
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If any 'Potentate ſhould undertake to attack 
ſo many Rights, they would juſtly be branded 
with the odious Name of Diſturber of the Pub: 
lick. Repoſe, and begin an unjuſt War, without 
any appearance of Succeſs. Then if this War 
ſhould appear : Unjuſt: when undertaken by Po- 
tentates, who think it their Intereſt to traverſe 
the Adyantages of. a; Prince of France, would it 
be confiſtent. with! the King's Equity, and with 
his tender Affefion to the King of Spain, to'turn 
his Arms againſt-a Nation, -for no other Reaſoh 
but becauſe they offered their new King his Ma- 
jeſty's Grand-Son., the Crown of one of the 
moſt Potent Monarchies of Europe, and begg'd 
of him as the greateſt of Favours to accept 
1t. ' The high Dignity of Kings does not excuſe 
them from conſidering whether the Wars they 
undertake be juſt. Then what Reaſons could 
his Majeſty ( who 1s:known to be a juſt Prince ) 
offer for reſuming Arms, to divide-a Monarchy 
which 1s ſettled 1ntirely. upon- the lawtul Heir. 
There was a deſign to deprive him of his 
Rights. TheEmperor looking upon himſelf to 
be aflured of the Intentions of the late King: of 
Spain, flattered hunſelt - with hopes of enjoying 
the whole Succeſſion, Juſtice, Honour. the In- 
tercit of | the. Crown;and- paternal. Aﬀection, e- 
qualty  obhiged-the Kang to maintain witly his 

DOW Ci 
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power the Rights of the Dauphin. His former 


| Succeſs was ſufficient toſhew what was to be fear- 
ed from the Efforts of his Arms. The King of 
England and the States General were equally de- 
ſirous to prevent the War. The Ming ' conſen- 
ſented to it. The Dauphin was very willing to 
abandon the greateſt part of his Rights, -on 
Condition of having the Dominions alloted to his 
ſhare aſcertain'd to him. The equal defire on 
all hands to maintain the Peace, produc'd the 
Treaty ; and thus it was, that by ſage Precautions 
taken during the Life of a Prince, whoſe fre- 
quent and dangerous Diſtempers, foretold an 
approaching Death; It was belieyed, that Ju- 
ice was donein part to the true Heirs, and that 
at the ſame time a ſolid Foundation was laid for 
a Peace 1n Europe: | | . 
The Diſputes raiſed, as to the Validity of the 
Renuncation of the late Queen, ſerved for a 
Motive to this Accommodation. In Effect, it 
had been of no'uſe, if the Nullity of that Re- 
nunciation had been acknowledged as fully, du- 


ring the late Catholtck King's Lite, as it 18 decha- 


red by his Wil © = 

In ſhort, it was neceſſary, that the King ſhould 
explain himſelf poſitively, whether he would ac- 
cept the Will, ſuch as 1t- is, 1n favour of his Grand- 
fon, or whether he abſolutely rejected it. There 
| was 
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was'no Medium, no Expedient or Change to be propoſed. 
His Majeſty-accepting the Will, the Rights of the whole 
Succeſſion paſs uncontrovertibly to the King of Spain, he 
is not at liberty to ſeparate them, to accept one Part of the 
Succeſſion and reje& the other. 
The rejecting of the Will, tranſported all the Rights to 
the Archduke . nor could the true Heirs in that Caſe have 
had lawful Reaſon to Omp!ain of any Injuſtice done them. 
By Conſequence, be it how it will, had his Majeſty been 
minded to maintain the Conditions of the Treaty, he muſt 
have. been obligd to attack a living Prince, Poſſeſſor of 
the Crownof Spain and it's certain that the Meaſures he 


had taken with the Allies, related only to the Diviſion of 


the Succeſſion of a Prince whole death appear'd to be ve- 
ry NEAT. - | 

. Since the War muſt | have AY unavoidable, and thick 
it would have been unjuſt if -the King had fix' d his Reſo- 
lution to keep preciſely to the Terms of the Treaty of 
Partition : The States General have no'Reaſon to Com- 


plain, that his Majeſty hath prevented it by accepting the 


Will,except that Reſolution occaſion them ſome Prejudice g 
but hitherto there's none'to be perceived. The wy View 
they had-inentring into that Treaty,and their ſole End was 


| to aſcertain the General Peace. We owe them the Juſtice 
to declare, - That they ſtipulated no particular Advantage 


to themſelves, no Province, no Place, no Sea-Port depend- 
ing on the Monarchy of Spain, either in the Old or New 
World, no Article for facilitating their Commerce. They, 
properly ſpeaking, aed_ the Part of diſintereſted Media- 
tors betwixt the King and the Emperor, they were w1l- 
ling to pacifie the Troubles, which the Reciprocal Diffe- 
rences about the Succeſſion ſeem'd likely to produce in a 
little time : If the Emperor had been influenc'd with the 


fame deſire of maintaining the Peace,& had fign'd the Treaty, 


the Engagements then entred into betwixt the Parties only - 
Intereſted 1 in the Succeſſion, would have. been different, but- 
D There 
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there-was-noTreaty except with the Mediators :  And* this 


States being inform'd of all the King's Steps with relation 
to the Treaty, know how ulelets all the Inſtances made 
at HFieuna in his Name were. They know alſo that 
the Emperor being perſuaded that the Arch-Dute would 
-be- called ro the whole Sncceſhon of the Kingdoms. of 
Spain, would not erigage in the Partition of the Domini- 
ons- of the Monarchy, but in.fo fdy as it might have con- 
tributed to- extend -his Authority in Italy. Let them.com- 


plain then of the Emperor and his continued Refufals,”'- Tf 


they be troubled at his Majeſty's accepting the Will, which 
tho' he has ground f6 believefrom the Memorial they have 
put into the-Hands of his Ambaſſador, yet he is willing to- 


fuſpend his Fudgment, until ſuch time as they make more 


ſerious Reflections upon this great Event. He knows the: 
_ Wiſdom of the Republicks Councils. All things being well 
examined, the States General will perhaps find, that 6 
many conſiderable Dominions being added to-France, ac- 
cording to the Diſpoſition of the Treaty, might have given 
juſt Jealouſie -of her Power, and if it: depended upon 


they ſhould prefer to the Execution-of the Treaty, accor- 
ding to-the Terms, the prefent State of the Monarchy of 


Spar govern'd by a Prince of France, without the diſmem- 


bring of. its Dominions. The People of 'Enaland-and Hol- 
land were already prejudiced, and endeavouring'to prevent 


the Cecilions of the Government on this Occafion : Their 


Complaints of the uniting*the Kingdoms of Naples and 
Sreily to the Crown of France, did openly difcover their 
Fear s-concerning the Trade of the Medi#teranean. 

Tho'the King of Spain”be a Prince of 'France, his high 
Birth, his Education and Pattern,. inſtru: him what he 
owes to the Welfare of his Subjes and the Intereſt of his 
Crown. Thoſe Conſiderations will always have the chief 
Place in-his' Mind, they will fncline him to augment the 
Hplendor of his Monarchy,and farther, the tender Aﬀection 

aj 5 ies Mt ne 


them to. make ' Choice, the Reaſons appear ftrong that 
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of 'the King t6'his Catholic Majeſty, would certainly be 


the ſtrongeſt Barrier and-the moſt ſolid Affurance that Eu 
rope could defire. If his Majeſty's Intention .to maintain 
the Peace would allow the leaſt Jealouſte of his Defigns, 
there: was much more Reafon to take Umbrage at 'the re- 
uniting of too. many Domintons: under one and the ſame- 
Prince, if the- Treaty could have been executed. m 
- Thoſe Refleions will probably convince the States Ge- 
neral, that Juſtice, the Benefits of Peace, and the very De- 
fign of the 'T reaty ' would: not allow the King to take other 
Refolutiotis; than that of accepting the Will of the late 
King of Spain; that it ſuits the particular Intereſts of the 
Republick of Holland, and that it is agreeable to thoſe of 
all Europe 4 the Misfortunes then would be General; were 
ir poſtble that his Hſajeſty, after this Declaration, could 
have any. regard -to the Inftances-contained intheir laſt -Me- 
moria}l, and, irt Truth, hes petſwaded, that they never had: 
any defign to obtain the Effe& of it. - They are too-clear- 

to: gfit, and 


b were: 


and beſides this Anſwer, according to the Terms ob the Treaty,” could be no | 
other thana Refuſal. . 


Thus the-R : ency. of . Spain ſhould have been: obliged - - 


IDES ooo * = FICYPEY 
*Crown upon the Archduke, and the rror ſhould: obtain. by this Delay, | 
- (obbich myl £drds the States' propoſe) what: he hath ſought afterwith ſo much La- 
x -- And thus-under the ſpecious Pretext of executing the Treaty, they 
ould aſcertain for ever the Grandeur;and Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, ©» 
: Hig" Majeſty 'is willing to believe that this was not their Deſign, they 
know t65well that. its their.:Intereſt to '-merit by their -good ConduR the 
Honour of, his. AﬀeCtion, and 1-2 continuation -of his good: Will”: 'He 
asfferes* himfelf;”that they will refleR 
Feftt 


| 1 refle& more than they haye done upon the 
menies which he gives of his Application © to ' the maintenance of the 


Publick Peace ; and upon the Sacrifice which the 15/Wwilling to*make on that 
Account of .confiderable Dominiens that were, to be united to his Crown, 
that they -WilF change ther Complaints into Thanks, and congratulate 
the King-of Span as foon;as poſſible upon. his acceſſion. to the” Crown, -and 
that, they will endeavour to merit of,thelK, 95/725 joogo Wal and Prote&tion 
thet they and their Anceſtors bave receiv'd of his Majeſty. and his Prede- 

Deareſt, Great Friends, Allies and-:Ganfederates, the Peagg of,Europe is ſo 
firmly *eſtabliſh'd, by the jult diſpoſal which the late KY of Spain, our 


deareſt and well-beloved Brother, hath mate of his Kingdoms 'and Domi- 
vions,in fayour-of our:deareſt and yvell-beloved 'Grand-Son Philif:V. now K; 
of, Spain, that. we doubt not; of. yaur. beiz iN at: his Acceſſion; 


Throne, -' We have already made ' khown *unta © him, the true ne: 
which we bear you; ant: ſince. we ate perſiwaddd'that kis Sentiments will 
be agreeable, to.ours. The ſtrict Correſpondehce' which ſhall henceforward: 
bemaimtain'd berwixt oor Crown and that. of Spain, will give us new Op- 
partunitzes, of. ſhewing you how much We Intereſt onr ſelves in what con- 


cerns'yau,.ant.the fincere-Friend( big: they we, cntertain for yot! ; the Count- 
di Friofd our Ambgfſador ; Extraordinary, will-give you, new Aſſurances. of- 
65iand Vin the mean fime, we pray God? that he'may take you into his Ho- 
4 100. Re Fer, Nov.-29, 1700, Sign'd, Fo 
The: Subſcriber,” Ambaſſador Extraordinary of France, having receiv'd 
Otders-trom my Maſter, to give your Lordſhip's the Letter-that his Ma- 

xſty hath wrote to you; to-notiftie the Acceſſion of King Philip V. his Grai 

Son to the Monarchy of Spain, and to communicate t9 Ss at the ſfame'ty 
the-juſt: Motives that 'oblig'd him to accept the Will of the late King's) 
- Spain, whach are contain'd inthe Memorial join'd to"the King's re a Ee 
- faid-Ambaſſador' hath -canſed the Letter and Memorial to be deliver t>: 
M. de Haren , Preſident for this Week, © E wiſh your Lordſhips' may-make all. 
the RefleCtions-npon +13t cſuitable- go the prefent ſtate of Afﬀairs, and to the- 
'Good'and "= of - this Republick, which may and ought'to rely tipon; 
oy the ASSURANCES; - which he: hath 'Order from the King his. 
_—_— Uaboe 10. give your Lordhips. of the Continuation of tys' Friendſhip, and 
"=S eÞ;:hjs:Majetty.s:fincere Deſire to maintain the Alliance: and' good Correſ-' 
pondenhce whick:.e hath-with' this State. The ſaid Ambaſdor is perſwaded 
that your: Lordſhips wilkcorrefpond' with the favourable” Intentions” of the” 
Kang ts Maſter.” At'the Hague,Decemb, 4. 1700, Sign'd, BRIORD, ©. 
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